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Donate Holiday                
wrapping paper, too! 

Toy Wish List 

 Baby toys 
 Barbie dolls & dolls 
 Cars & trucks 
 Legos 
 Sports equipment 
 Children’s jewelry 
 Children’s watches 
 CD’s 
 Movies (new releases) 

 Learning Games 
 Board Games 
 Puzzles 
 Art Supplies 
 Coloring books & materials 
 Books 
 Cool bedding and sheets 
 Fleece blankets 
 Stuffed Animals  

Be a part of Echo’s holiday tradition 
by donating new, unwrapped toys  

to their Christmas Toy Drive.  
  

New, unwrapped toys can be placed 
in the box at the front entrance of 

church or the elevator entrance door 
by Sunday, December 17, 2017. 

 

Cash donations in a marked envelope  
can be placed in the  collection box. 
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Nativity of Mary Parish 

RECTORY:                                 313 E. Wall St.  Janesville, WI 53545
                                                                           
  www.nativitymary.org 
                                     (608) 752-7861 
Rev. Robert Butz, Pastor– Ext 12  
pastor@nativitymary.org                                                     
Sr. Ruth Brings, SSSF, Director of Pastoral Outreach– Ext 18 
rbrings@nativitymary.org 
Bob Craig, Director of Liturgy– Ext 17 
liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Kathy Hookham, Coordinator of  Religious Education– Ext 29 
re@nativitymary.org 
Arwen Twitchett, Business Manager– Ext 11 
accounts@nativitymary.org 
Sharlet Collins, Parish Secretary– Ext 10 
psec@nativitymary.org 
 

Emergency only after hours (608) 620-9910  
 

SCHOOL:         307 E. Wall St. 754-5221 
Matthew Parish, Principal  
Sue Vodak, Secretary 
Sue Dickman, Secretary 
 

PRAYER NETWORK:   
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
Edna Thorp…………….(608) 752-5559 
 

“St. Mary Spires” is a newsletter of Nativity of Mary 
Parish published in February, August and  November.
   

Ideas and suggestions for our newsletter are always  
welcome.  Let us know what you’d like to see!  

SCRIP REMINDER 
 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work supporting your 
parish and school with over fifty retailers ….. grocery stores, gas  
stations, restaurants, department stores, hardware stores, movie  
theaters, spas and more!   
SCRIP cards are always available in the school office and after Mass 
twice per month …..  check the bulletin for dates.   
 

Don’t forget to buy your SCRIP  
before you do your holiday shopping! 
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An angel told Mary, "You will have a baby. You will give birth to the Son 
of God through the Holy Spirit." Mary agreed to have the baby. She 
named him, Jesus. He grew up and taught us how to love God and our 
neighbor. Jesus lived, died and rose from the dead to lead us to heaven. 
Because Mary said, "Yes, Lord," God sent his Son. 
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Religious Education News 
 

The 2017-2018 Religious Ed year is off to a good start. Orientation 
was well attended the first night.  The children learned about Pope John Paul II.  
Other activities have included a Saturday gathering at the Skelly farm with Mass 
afterward and a potluck before class in early October.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

God Bless every student in our parish and our school  
and God Bless all those who teach them. 

 

Thank you for my teacher.  
She is nice and funny and smart. 

She could be doing lots of other jobs.  
But I guess she wants to teach kids like me.  

I think that is great.  
Please give lots of good blessings to my teacher.  

And help all of her students to be good and to pay attention.  
Amen.  
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One of my stops during my pilgrimage to Ireland was the Hill of Slane.  It is located in 
the north of Ireland.  There was a pagan holiday which celebrated darkness.  On that 
day, no fires were allowed.  In defiance of the king, St. Patrick light a gigantic fire on 
top of the Hill of Slane, so that it was seen for miles.  That night was the Easter Vigil. 
 

We prepare to enter the darkest part of the year.  The sun sets at an early 4:30 PM.  
The wind grows cold and the snow begins to fall.  It is in the darkness that the Light 
of the world comes.  The Father, who promised that He would never abandon us, 
sent his Son to deliver us from slavery to darkness.  He took on our human flesh, so 
that He could transform our fallen nature and raise it to become what He intended it 
to be.  Patrick would triumph over a pagan king.  Jesus would conquer the ‘prince of 
this world.’ 
 

It seems strange that Advent seems to be a penitential season, but the purple  
vestments and decorations remind us of that fact.  We are preparing for our king to 
come.  But how can we receive Him if we are not ready?  It is like holding out a cup 
that is already full of water under a running tap.  How can we receive Christ if we are 
already full?  That is the point of Advent – to empty ourselves so that our heart can 
make room.  The focus is all too often on shopping, parties, and sending out  
Christmas cards.  No wonder Christmas seems like an afterthought when we’ve been 
busy “celebrating” it for the 4 weeks prior.   
 

Friends, take full advantage of Advent this year.  Find time for silent prayer.  Visit 
someone who is lonely.  Bring cookies to someone who is shut-in.  Seek Jesus out in 
Reconciliation.  Open your heart to Him so that you can really receive Him.  Let the 
Light shine forth from you in the darkness! 
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Enhanced Communications  
 There are so many wonderful events that go in the school and awesome 
volunteers who make those events happen.  We wanted to make sure that all of our 
stakeholders stayed informed of what was occurring.  For our school families, we 
have increased our use of TeacherEase to communicate academic information and 
announcements.  We have increased our presence on social media and invite each of 
you to follow us on facebook @StMarySchoolJVL.  Home and School has been 
working hard to streamline volunteer opportunities so that all parents stay informed 
and engaged.  Additionally, teachers have been increasing access to their classrooms 
through apps like Class Dojo that provide instantaneous information to parents.  
Finally, an increased effort has been put on financial transparency in fundraisers so 
that our donors know where the money is going and how specifically it gets used.   
 
 
Building Faith and Character 
 Throughout all of this we have not forgotten the foundation of our school as 
predominantly Catholic.  The teachers have made a conscious effort to increase our 
Catholic identity, which occurs through curriculum, value-based character education, 
and structure.  Formal religious education occurs in each classroom everyday, with 
prayer and theology playing a dominant role.  Various classes frequently look to 
engage in service projects throughout the year.  Along with building character, both 
Volleyball and Cross Country were a huge success for St. Mary’s with almost 50% 
student participation.  Both band and strings are offered during the day once again to 
St. Mary’s students and STEM (Science Technology, Math, and Engineering) 
opportunities exist every other week in a dedicated club.  Battle of the Books has 
almost 20 students this year and looks forward to the competition in early December.  
All those opportunities provide students with a chance to build leadership skills and 
enhance their character. 
 
Significant Upcoming Dates 
 
11/21:  End of Trimester 1 
11/22 -  11/26: Thanksgiving Break 
12/20:  Christmas Program (1pm and 6pm) 
12/22 -1/2:  Christmas Break 
1/19: Teacher Professional Development Day 
1/28 – 2/2:  Catholic Schools Week 
2/2:  Pork Dinner  
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As October rolls in, I am constantly reminded of the beauty around us.   
Fall in Wisconsin is so beautiful – truly a highlight in God’s masterpiece of        
creation.  We are more than 1/3 into the school year and I feel so blessed.  The   
students and families of this school are remarkable.  The effort and dedication by 
staff and families alike is what makes this a special place to learn.  In the fall, the 
staff and I sat down to set goals for the academic year.  You can see the goals here 
along with a description of what has been going on at the school 

 
Academic Excellence – improving student outcomes for each child 
 For the second consecutive year, our students are taking the STAR 360 
assessment which provides a quick and instantaneous snapshot of academic 
strengths and learning gaps for each student.  Teachers then analyze the data to   
create learning plans tailored to each individual student.  Assisting in this process 
has been the transition of 1:1 technology (see section below).  We have also 
changed the schedule around, putting the needs of student’s first and have reduced 
the number of times students are pulled from instructional time.   Additionally, we 
want to provide our students with experiential learning as well, which has sent our 
primary units to the fire station, upper elementary to Cave of the Winds, 6th and 7th 
grade to MacKenzie Nature Center, and our 8th graders Kayaking. 
 
Increased Use of Technology 
 Thanks to the generous support of many, the school was able to purchase 
62 chromebooks on top of 60 existing iPads, which allowed for every student in the 
school to have a device.  The teachers have started to implement Google Classroom, 
which better connects students to their classroom and allows for teachers to person-
alize content in an easier way.  It also creates portfolios of student work to track 
progress.  Additionally, the St. Mary’s Home and School Committee purchased a 3 
year of subscription of IXL, which provides students with a massive database of 
skill-based questions in all 4 content areas in a fun and competitive environment.  
Teachers utilize IXL analytics to track our progress towards our Academic Excel-
lence goal.  Ultimately, we hope to be transformative in our use of technology so 
that our students can be makers and creators.  

 
 

St. Mary School 
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The end of Ordinary Time is drawing near.  We look forward to our 

new liturgical year and the wonderful seasons of Advent and Christmas.   
 

The First Sunday of Advent will be celebrated on the weekend of 
December 2nd & 3rd. The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a holy 
day of obligation, will be celebrated on December 8th at 8:15 am, and, at 
6:15 pm. 

 
Special Note: December 24th is the 4th Sunday in Advent.   
Please watch your bulletin for the morning Mass time. 

 
Christmas Mass Schedule for December 24 – 25 

 
Sunday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) = 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm 

 
Monday, December 25, (Christmas Day) = 10:00 a.m. 

 
Ministers will be needed for the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

Masses.  You may volunteer on-line using the Ministry Scheduler program. 
Ministry signup sheets will also be posted in the church. 
 

Let us use this Season of Hope and Faith to intensify and increase 
our occasion to pray.  Remember to pray, not only for yourself, but also for 
your neighbor. 
 

On behalf of the entire liturgy department; may your seasons of   
Advent and Christmas find you with the gifts of Patience and Peace. 
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The councils participated in the Taste of St. Mary’s Festival in September where 
we cooked and served brats. Together with many members of St. Mary’s parish, 
we were able to help raise quite a bit of money with the raffle, brat sales and  
farmers market. Most importantly, everyone had a great time. The beautiful and 
bountiful fall season has wound down again, the wagons and tables have been 
stored, the grills and slow cookers have cooled. Thank you very much to all the 
festival sponsors and parishioners who helped as participants and volunteers. It is 
because of you that we had another successful event for 2017. 
 

Throughout the school year, we will continue to work to at fostering learning 
through some fun activities. The councils helped the Saint Mary’s Home and 
School group host a Back-To-School picnic. We will once again ask students to 
participate in a “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster contest.  
 

As we recently celebrated the anniversary of Fatima, we should have a new  
understanding and respect for the Holy Rosary. In October, the KC helped the  
entire community honor Our Lady with a beautiful ceremony hosted at St. Mary’s. 
The councils will continue our tradition of first Sunday Rosary during this quarter. 
Please join us after the 8:30 AM Mass at St. Mary’s.  Rosary only takes twenty 
minutes and is certainly rewarding. Please join us on the first Sunday of each 
month.  
 

We will also continue our breakfasts on the third Sunday of each month after the 
8:30 AM Mass at St. Mary’s. This is a great time to catch up with your fellow  
parishioners, have an economical, healthy breakfast and help us with our charities 
including Seminarian support, all at once.  
 

As a super start to the Holiday season the councils will light the Nativity scene at 
St. Mary’s and sing a few Christmas carols at St. Elizabeth’s nursing home. We 
invite the entire parish (young and old) to join us for this fun and eye opening 
event.  This will be on Tuesday, December 5th. We will meet at St. Elizabeth’s at 
6:30 PM and after a few songs, travel to light our Nativity scene. 
 

The councils will also sponsor a billboard displayed in Janesville related to the 
“Keep Christ In Christmas” theme. Additionally, we will be distributing yard signs 
and car decals.    
 

As you can see, the council is very active in our church, our school and communi-
ty.  The council is always lookin for new members to join in our mission of  
helping our parish, our youth, our community and our council. Any practicing 
Catholic man over 18 is invited and encouraged to give us a call or stop in at our 
meetings to see if this is a fit for you.  

 

Greg Kraft, Grand Knight—Council 10363   
(608) 754-5615 or mackraft@aol.com 
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Please join us in thanking all our wonderful sponsors! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 Fall Festival Income 

$7,900 SPONSORS 

$3,200 FARMERS MARKET/BAKERY/CRAFTS 

$2,900 FOOD TASTES/REFRESHMENTS 

$1,000 AUCTION 

$500 SALE OF CROSSES 

$14,700 RAFFLE 

ACI Associated 
Adams & Sons 
Apple Barn 
Apple Hut 
Apple Butter House 
Barb’s All Season Flowers 
Bob & Bev Drew 
Briggs Realty 
Burdick Greenhouse 
Citrus Café’ 
Countryside Pumpkins 
Dan Reilly Farm 
Davis Cullen 
E & D Waterworks 
Edgerton Floral 
Edna Thorpe 
Festival Foods 
Floral Expressions 
Frank & Martha Scott 
Frank Silha & Sons Excavating 
Fred & Deb Lietz 
Gary Kraus 
Gray’s Brewery 
Greg & Sandy Kraft 
Harold & Doris Robb 
Hawk’s Apples 
Henke Clarson Funeral  
Heritage Farms 
Impact Confections 
Janesville Brick & Tile 
Janesville Community Garden 
Janesville Hearing Center 
Jess’s Apples 
Kennedy Family Foundation 
Knights of Columbus 

Kuffer’s Pumpkins 
Kwik Trip 
LP Tree Service 
Luke’s Deli 
Lyons Quick Mart 
Matthew & Mary Ellen Ryan 
McDonald Family Fund 
Mercy Hospital 
Milton Family Restaurant 
Nancy Neinheis 
Oakdale Farms 
Oak Village 
Old Fashion Bakery 
Pat Hall 
Pat Wagner 
Patty Meister 
Pelsue Orthodontics 
Pick n’ Save 
Robert & Joanne Monson 
S & J Consulting 
Schnuck’s 
Seneca Foods 
Sentry 
St. Mary’s Hospital 
Stonefield Plant Farm 
Ten Eyck Orchard 
Tim in Edgerton 
Voight’s Music Center 
Walmart 
Wayne Farrington 
Wedge Inn 
Whitcomb Lynch Funeral 
William Neumann 
Woodman’s  
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Thank You 
To all the parishioners, sponsors, donors and volunteers for your outstanding 

support at our 2017 Fall Festival in September.  Again we gathered together to 

serve and celebrate the wonderful bounty of the fall season.  Thank you to all 

the chefs, the bakers, the gardeners, the farmers, the entertainers, the artists and 

all who participated and volunteered their talent and help.  It is amazing and 

wonderful when we join together.  The fellowship was outstanding, the  

weather was perfect, the yellow leaves were perfect, the food was delicious, 

the drinks were refreshing, the art was beautiful, the crafts were creative, the 

entertainment was joyful and all the kittens were adopted!   

So again …..  

Special thanks from the Festival Committee;   

Randy Terronez, Laura Worachek, Sandy Kraft, Sherry Tanko,  

Luke Seibert, Lynn Soat, Dan Bekta and Joe Viertel. 
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Knights of Columbus 

Councils 596 and 10363 

Nov   5  Rosary at St. Mary’s 

Nov   9  KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 

Nov 19  Eggs and Pancake Breakfast 

Dec   3  Rosary at St. Mary’s 

Dec   5  Light the Nativity Scene at and serenade at St.                      
  Elizabeth’s Janesville 

Dec  14 KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 

Dec  17 Eggs and Pancake Breakfast 

Jan    7  Rosary at St. Mary’s 

Jan   11 KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 

Jan   21 Eggs and Pancake Breakfast 

Feb    4  Rosary at St. Mary’s 

Feb    8  KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 

Feb  18  Eggs and Pancake Breakfast 
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ADULT CATHOLIC SPIRIT CLUB 
 
 

On the second Wednesday of each month, September to May, all men and  
women in the area are invited to meet for a social event.  A potluck dinner is 
served at noon and programs begin at 12:45 pm.  This event is held in St. John 
Vianney’s Marian Hall.  There are no membership dues; free will offerings are 
accepted.  The Spirit Club Board gives a great deal of time and thought to select 
programs that are both interesting and entertaining…and we are always open to 
suggestions for future programs.  Please consider joining us in September to relax 
a couple of hours with friends, good food and entertainment. 
 
 

Programs for 2017/2018: 
 

November 8, 2017 
Bill McFarlane will relate “The History of the McFarlane Pheasant Farm” 
December 13, 2017  
To be announced 
January 10, 2018   
A representative from “Van Galder Tour & Travel” will tell us about  
this Janesville-based company 
February 14, 2018  
Ash Wednesday—No Meeting 
March 14, 2018   
“His Beloved—Story of a Young Woman’s Journey Back to God”,  
presented by Meghan Klein 
April 11, 2018   
Steve Person, Black Point Docent, will inform us about  
“Victorian Funeral & Mourning Customs” 
May 9, 2018   
Jessica Michna, First Impressions, will give a portrayal of a first lady,  
“Dolley Madison, The Lady Who Saved Washington” 

 

 
 

Come bask in the light of candles, raise your voice in 
simple and prayerful songs, and listen in the silence for 
God to speak to your heart.   
 

Taize’ prayer is an invitation to do all of that—the  
second Monday of each month, year round at 7:00 PM  
in the church.  Here you will find a chance to un-crowd 
our hearts and minds and simply be in God’s presence. 

Taize’ Prayer 
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We remember the following 
parishioners who have died:  

 

Dorothy LaMasters 
March 10, 2017 

 

Mary Ann Bier 
August 7, 2017 

 

Dean Millard 
August 13, 2017 

 

Donald Pelnar 
August 24, 2017 

 

Kenneth Johnson 
September 11, 2017 

 

Richard Schuler 
September 15, 2017 

 

Marian Simonsen 
September 17, 2017 

 

Mary Sue Gallagher 
September 22, 2017 

Patrick Finn 
September 27, 2017 

 

Daniel Zahn 
 September 28, 2017 

 

Floyd McNally 
October 5, 2017 

 

Robert Warner, Jr.  
October 7, 2017 

 

Alice Figi 
October 15, 2017 

 

Gloria Woodman 
October 16, 2017 

 

KB Chladek 
October 22, 2017 

 

Edward Caliboso 
October 24, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
St. Mary Parish  

warmly welcomes  
our newest parishioners  

who registered in 
August 2017- October 2017 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DOUCETTE, Char les 
Ernesto - 13 and Lillian - 11  

 

FOSS, J ames 
 

HOFF, Rober t & Kim 
Evan - 7 and McKenzie - 4 

 

MOEN, Er ika  
 

SCHULTZ, Corey & Maggie 
Mason - 5 and Nixon - 5 

 

 
 


